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conquest in Italy than his cousin, for besides Naples, he made claim to Milan as the heir of Valentine Visconti. His first public act was to divorce his wife Jeanne and to marry Anne de Bretagne, the widow of Charles VIII. To carry out this shameful proceeding, he was obliged to humiliate himself before the Pope Alexander VI, and he began at once to carry out the cunning policy of winning over each member of the League in succession. Once more the young Archduke Philippe was induced to act in direct opposition to his father's policy, and to conclude with France a separate Treaty of Brussels, by which he renounced all claims to the Duchy of Burgundy, in return for the restoration of the towns in Picardy; and he even promised to pay homage to France for Artois and Flanders.
Maximilian was furious, and again had recourse to the Diet, which was then sitting at Worms, but he caused it to be moved to the city of Freiburg in the Breisgau. He made a violent speech against the Estates, declaring that they cared nothing for the glory of the Empire and only hindered him in his foreign policy. " I have been betrayed in Italy," he exclaimed, " I have been forsaken in Germany; but I will no more suffer myself to be bound hand and foot as at Worms. Say what you will to me, I will carry on the war myself. I would sooner renounce my oath at Frankfort, for I rule the House of Austria as well as the Empire/'
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